EAST GUILDFORD CONFEDERATION
‘making every child matter’

PRESS RELEASE- 16 February 2011
A NEW GUILDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL?

On Wednesday 16th February the Guildford Borough Council Chamber was taken over by East Guildford Confederation Schools’ Council. The Confederation is a group of nineteen infant, primary, junior and secondary schools working closely together and in partnership with other agencies and services in the area. The sixty children and young people aged from six to fourteen found the Council Chamber quite awe inspiring and fell completely silent when the mace bearer announced the arrival of the Mayor of Guildford, Councillor Marsha Moseley. They listened intently when the Mayor told them about her role and how she had become Mayor. They had lots of questions to ask including ‘What is the best part of your job?’ and ‘When you were a child, did you think you would become Mayor?’ They were fascinated by her answers and perhaps some were inspired to become a mayor in the future!
The representatives from each school then told the other children about their own school and the function of their individual school councils. Even the youngest six year old children overcame any nerves to speak confidently, using the microphones on the desks, to ensure that the whole council could hear them! The children were able to share good ideas which could be implemented at other schools. They were also able to compare their roles in representing their own schools in this larger East Guildford Confederation Council with the roles of borough and county councillors and MPs.
The next item on the agenda was a discussion focusing on a national strategy- The Big Society. The children worked in mixed school and age groups to try to identify who was in the community near their school and within Guildford. Practical solutions were sought on how they could both engage with, and help, others in the community. Ideas included: developing direct links with local councillors and the MP; more visits to provide either entertainment or talks on recent school trips to local groups or homes for older local residents; all member schools fundraising for a chosen local children’s charity; and seeking guidance for teenagers from Surrey Police on promoting positive images of young people through their out of school behaviour.
Sue Giddings, Confederation Manager said; ‘The children and young people all had a fantastic morning. We are very grateful to Guildford Borough Council for allowing us to meet in the Council Chamber, and to the Mayor for providing such an excellent opportunity for the children to meet her and find out more about her role. All who attended felt very important and privileged in attending this event and really did make the most of the opportunity to work together with children of a range of ages from other member schools. We now look forward to the schools’ councils making decisions on behalf of their schools on their plans for implementing ‘The Big Society’ agenda. We will publicise their progress on the East Guildford Confederation website (www.eastguildfordconfederation.org.uk) and will ensure that their views are passed on to Anne Milton, MP for Guildford.’
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